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Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

 The scene in the Gospel today is very powerful.  Jesus comes to the grave of a friend - 

someone he had a close relationship with - he comes after his death, when all hope of life was 

gone.  Jesus is moved, he wept.  He calls out to his friend: Lazarus, come out! and we hear that 

The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a 

cloth.  So Jesus said to them, untie him and let him go.  There may be times where we will … or 

have … felt that we were in a dark place, that there was no way out, that we were bound by 

something holding us from getting free.  Jesus knows well about his place.  We see today that He 

shares the sorrows we feel at the loss of family and loved ones.  In the garden of Gethsemane He 

was brought to a point of near despair contemplating the death that he had to go through to reach 

the goal, and on the cross he suffered betrayal from his friends and eventual death.  But the point 

to realize today is that no matter how bound we are, no matter how hopeless things may be, it is 

not beyond Jesus’ ability to untie us - even through death itself.  Death does not end the story. 

 The story of Lazarus in particular shows that the death of our bodies is not the final word 

on us.  Before Jesus goes to Lazarus, he knows he has already died, yet he says to his disciples:  

This illness is not to end in death.   What’s he talking about?  He is saying there is something 

beyond, that Lazarus’ story has another chapter yet to be played.   Jesus frees Lazarus from the 

wrappings that bind him up, and he shows us that death of the body is not the last word.  Jesus 

says I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  He doesn’t mean that those who believe in 

him will live here on earth without ever dying - look around, that is clearly not the case.   He is 

saying that even if someone dies (in the sense of the physical body) the story is not over, they 

can still live (in the spirit).  We get too focused on this earthly life because our secular society 

wrongly believes that when your body dies that’s it - but we know that is not the case.  Jesus is 

talking here about two different types of death.   After our body dies, our soul continues to exist.  

Souls keep going on existing even if they are in a state of  “death.”  Our soul can live in a state of 

eternal spiritual death (which we call hell), or in an eternal spiritual life (in heaven) - the soul 

dying doesn’t mean it goes away, living and death have different meanings for something that 

exists eternally. When Jesus says he “comes to bring life” he means life of the spirit.  



 God has been speaking about coming to bring this life through the whole of our history.  

God has promised to bring some way to rescue us from death, and God’s not speaking about 

earthly death.  God basically has promised to provide the antidote to death.  The rescue from 

spiritual death is that God provides the possibility of an eternal spiritual life.  We heard from the 

prophet Ezekiel: Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will open your graves and have you 

rise from them, … I will put my spirit in you that you may live … Then you shall know that I am 

the LORD.  Jesus has come to put that spirit in us, he has come to bring us out of a spiritual grave 

as easily as he borough Lazarus out of an earthly tomb.  In our second reading, Paul also echoes 

this truth:  If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also.   Living in faith, prayer, and 

worship keeps the door of our hearts open to that Spirit, following God’s law and becoming holy 

helps to not drive out that Spirit by sin - all of this invites and allows Spirt of God to dwell in us - 

and this is key to receiving the gift of an eternal life. 

 We look forward during this time of year to commemorate the event that makes this 

possible.  The death of Jesus that pays the debit for our sin, and the resurrection of the Body of 

Jesus provides a unique place where humans and God can be in the same space at the same time.  

Those like our catechumen desire to enter into that body through Baptism so that they can share 

in the eternal life of the Spirit.  Only a God who loves us intensely would bother to do such a 

thing. 

 It is this love that God feels for each of us intensely that makes it impossible for God to 

let us simply go out of existence when our bodies die.  It is because of the deep individual value 

God places on us that God has come to earth in Jesus Christ to provide us a way out of the hell of 

an eternal spiritual death.  We need to take the path that Jesus has laid out for us to reach the goal 

that he has prepared.  This is a path that involves faith, sacramental grace, sharing in his life and 

ministry and receiving His Body in the Eucharist (as he says: unless you eat the flesh of the Son 

of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves).  A God of such love, who gives us 

such a gift is with us today.  Jesus calls out to us today as he called out to Lazarus, to follow him, 

to live in him, to believe in him - even when we think we know better.  In this way we allow him 

to unbind us, we are joined more deeply in his Body so we can walk with him and experience 

eternal life.  


